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IP is Everywhere

GEOGRAPHICAL
INDICATIONS

Diwali is around the corner. Chotu has strict instructions
from Nani to clean the house and make it spotless for the
occasion. He is dusting the furniture in the living room.

Phew! Finally done with all
the dusting. Now I will go get
the new paintings that I got
from the exhibition and hang
them on that empty wall!

The doorbell rings

Arre, Nani! You
came back early!

Chotu gets the paintings (one of them is a Madhubani painting
and the other is a Kangra painting). He hangs them on the
empty wall in the living room and admires them happily.

I thought you would
take forever with
your Diwali shopping.

Hahahaha! Yes, I am fast. And I
got all the supplies that we
need for today’s Pooja. I also
got gifts for everyone in the
family! Come I will show you….

Wow! They are so
beautiful! I am very
happy with my cleaning
and decoration skills.
Good job, Chotu!

Chotu takes the bags from Nani, quickly
rushes to keep them on the dining table.

At this moment Nani notices that the living room is
clean and organised. She turns to Chotu with pride.

Good job, my child! The
house is spotless! So
nice! We are ready for
Diwali now.

Yes, Nani! Come, I must
show you something.

That’s great, Chotu!
These paintings are
very special. I hope you
know why.

Yes, Nani! The left painting is
Madhubani painting from Bihar
and the right one is a Kangra
painting. They are both
specialities of their regions.

And?

What else?

Chotu takes Nani to the wall
where the new paintings are hung.
And they are
also registered
GIs!
Wow, Chotu! These painting
are beautiful! Where did
you get these from?

I bought them from a
handicrafts exhibition
using my saved-up pocket
money. This is my Diwali
gift to the house.
What are
GIs?

The Indian government gives protection to products
that originate, are manufactured, or are processed in
a particular geographical area. These products are
called Geographical Indications - GIs for short.

Oh! I see. But what is the
point? Everybody knows
that these paintings are
from Himachal Pradesh
and Bihar. Why do they
need protection?

Yes, Nani! I still have
dreams about those
strawberries we bought
from that beautiful farm!

For assurance
of quality and
distinctiveness.
Remember our trip
to Mahabaleshwar?

That is exactly what I was
getting at. Did you know that
Mahabaleshwar Strawberries
are also one of the
registered GIs.

Really, Nani?

Yes! Remember how tasty those
strawberries were? Granting GI
protection has ensured that anyone
who buys Mahabaleshwar
strawberries is confident of their
authenticity and distinguished taste.

Look at this beautiful
saree. This is also a GI
from Banaras. This saree
is called Banarasi silk
saree. This is a gift for
your mother!
Wow, Nani!
This is beautiful!

Wow! GIs are
very important!

The second item she pulls out is a set of crockeries.
Yes they are, Chotu! Now
come, I will show you what
I got when I went shopping.
And this is for Avishkar
Kumar and his family! This is
blue pottery from Jaipur,
another registered GI!

Nani starts taking out the items one by one from
the shopping bags. The first item is a silk saree.

These crockeries are so
beautiful and the pattern on
them is so detailed! I am sure only
the trained and skilled people
from Jaipur can make them and
nobody else!

Brilliant observation, Chotu!
The creation of GI products
requires special skills that
only people of the local
community possess.

Yes! And in case of
agricultural products like
strawberries, it is the specific
geographical conditions that
make the product so distinct
and special!

Exactly! That is the second
reason why registration of GIs
is important. It protects the
livelihood of the people of the
community. It ensures that their
earnings are commensurate with
the quality and distinctiveness
of their products.

You understood it
very well!

No. That is
a secret.
And gives them due credit
for the great quality of
produce/goods!

Now tell me what is
my Diwali gift, Nani?

Okay at least take
me out for a treat.
I cleaned and
decorated the entire
house, after all.

Chotu opens the can and takes
a bite of a Rasogolla.
I had full faith in you.
That is why I have
already got your
reward with me!
Rasogolla!

You are the best,
Nani!

Yes, Chotu! This is one of
the most recently
registered GIs in India.

Wow, delicious!

Of course!

Let’s first make all
the arrangements for
today’s Pooja.
This can of Banglar
Rasogolla is for you

Banglar Rasogolla?
These are from West
Bengal. Is this a GI too,
Nani?

Tell me more Nani,
what are the other
interesting GIs in India.

Yes, yes!
Let’s go.

Nani and Chotu head to the temple in their house and
start going over the supplies and arranging them.

Nani these fruits are so
fresh! Especially these
oranges!

Oh yes, oranges from Nagpur
are very famous! I think this
house is full of GIs.

Yes Chotu! And
incidentally, they also
happen to be a GI! They
are Nagpur oranges!

Indeed! You know why my
morning tea is so
special and why
everyone loves it?

Don’t tell me our tea
is also a GI!

It is amazing how these
typical products from
different corners of the
country make our daily
life so special.

It is, Chotu! It is the
special Darjeeling
tea! In fact, it is the
first ever registered
GI in India.

Yes, Chotu. But our government
not only provides GI protection to
Indian geographical specialities, it
also provides GI protection to
some foreign geographical
specialities.

Hmm. That is a good question. See,
the primary focus in a geographical
indication is the use of the name of
the particular geographical area in
association with the goods, produce
or food items.

Like the Parmigiano
Reggiano and Asiago
cheeses from Italy,
Champagne from France
and the Napa Valley wine
from the USA.
How does someone
infringe a Geographical
Indication?

Really, Nani? Like?

That is amazing,
Nani.

That part
I understood.

Both Nani and Chotu get busy
with arranging the Pooja room.

Finally all
arrangements are done.
We should get dressed
for the evening.

Yes, Chotu?

Now sometimes, people illegally
use the name of the geographical
area in association with their
products which are neither from
that area nor match with the
standards and quality that the
GI stands for.
Yes, Nani, but before that,
I just have one question.

I see! They do that to confuse
customers into thinking that the
products are from that
particular area and are also of
a certain quality, to make illicit
profits by trading on the
reputation of the GI.

Correct! For example, in Darjeeling
itself, there are certain areas where the
quality of tea is not up to the mark and
therefore, they have not been granted
protection. So, use of ‘Darjeeling’ on tea
packets from these areas is illegal.

Good question Chotu. We should always
buy authentic products from authorised
sellers. The Government of India has
developed a website called 'WAH GI',
which lists authorised sellers for each
GI apart from other information about it.

Yes! That is very
important.

www.wahgi.ncog.gov.in

Now I understand. But
Nani, how does one know if
the product claiming to
be a GI is genuine and not
a farce?

Especially because this is
a source of income for the
local communities!

I see Nani. So, we all must
be aware of how the GI logo
looks like and should act
as responsible consumers
and buy authentic GI
products only.

GIs are a very
important part of
Intellectual
Property protection!

GIs don’t only supplement the
incomes of local artisans,
farmers, weavers, and craftsmen
of rural India, they also protect
the innocent consumer from
getting confused about the origin
and quality of the goods.

Yes, Chotu. Till now, the government
has granted GI protection to over
300 kinds of handicrafts, textiles,
agricultural produce, food items,
manufactured and natural
products… and there are so many
more to be added to the list!

It is incredible how India alone is
manufacturing so many kinds of
indigenous products and the
government is striving hard to
support the rural communities
that are the backbone behind the
indigenous manufacturing industry.

Well put, Chotu. In fact, you
can also do your bit to
support GIs and the local
communities.

Good! Other than this, you should
also try to learn about various
GIs in India, especially when you’re
travelling to various places in
India. You can also purchase them
and collect them as souvenirs or
give them as gifts to your friends.

I will definitely
keep that in mind.

How, Nani?

Other than just ensuring that you
yourself are purchasing authentic
GI products, you should also tell
your friends about it and spread
awareness about GIs and the GI logo.

Yes, Nani! I will tell all my
friends and my classmates about
GIs. I will also deliver a speech
during the morning assembly at
my school.
Good, now let’s get
ready for the Pooja.

Fret not
my child!

I don’t have anything
to wear that would go
with the occasion!

Nani takes out a beautiful set of kurta pyjama from
one of the shopping bags on the table.

I have also prepared your
favourite pulao with Basmati
rice. Basmati rice again is
another GI from a group of
North Indian states!
Yuhoo!

This is your
Diwali gift,
Chotu.

And do you know what is
the best part about this
beautiful embroidery?
This is a GI too! This is
Lucknow chikan work!

This is awesome, Nani!
The pattern on it is just
beautiful! I will look like
a filmstar for the Pooja!

Wow, Nani! I can’t
wait to wear this!
Thank you.

Chotu’s family celebrates Diwali with a lot of pomp and show. They use various other
GIs in their functions. Everyone wears silks and embroidered clothes from Lucknow,
Gujarat and West Bengal. The neighbours are sent fruit baskets containing Nagpur
oranges, Mahabaleshwar strawberries, Gir Kesar mangoes and Nashik grapes. The
whole house is scented with Mysore Agarbathis and people exchange handicrafts
from various Indian states as gifts.

